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Detailed Action 

Reopening of Prosecution After Appeal Brief or Reply Brief 

In view of the appeal brief filed on 10/19/05, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. New grounds of rejection are set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1.1 13 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .31 followed 
by an appeal brief under 37 CFR 41 .37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and 
appeal brief fee can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth 
in 37 CFR 41.20 have been increased since they were previously paid, then appellant 
must pay the difference between the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening prosecution by 
signing below: 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with" respect to claims 1,2, 5-14, 16-20, and 23-31 have been 

I 

considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such 
that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in 
which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1,2, 5-14, 16-20, and 23-31 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being 
Unpatentable over Poole et al., (U.S. Patent 6006242) in view of Headings et al., 

(US Pg Pub No. 2002(0143782). 

t 

2. Regarding claim 1 , Poole teaches a method of distributing a plurality of 
documents, (Poole, col. 51, 1. 45-53, in which Pool teaches that ".. provides the 
inferencing capabilities of the Inferencd Engine in a form that may be distributed 
to end-users ..The IEEE standard language scheme is used to translate the 
inferencing power of the inference engine into a distributable form " ). 

the method comprising : 
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• associating a metadata file with each of the documents (Poole, col. 
5, I.6-9, The definition of metadata includes: " information required 
by the runtime.." - The Microsoft Computer Dictionary, 4 th edition, 
here, the metadata file is the entity reference); 

• applying at least one content attribute to each of the documents, 
including analyzing a content of each of the documents (Poole, fig. 4, 
col. 7, 1.17-21, which teaches document construction, determining 
(analyzing), and resolving ), and assigning content attribute values 
to the content attributes for each of the documents based on the 
content thereof (Poole, col. 43, 1. 59-60). Including appending the 
metadata file of each of the documents with the at least one content 
attribute (Poole, col. 14, 1. 32 -38); and the content attribute value 
(Poole, col. 13, L43-47) thereof; 

• assigning at least one content group to each of the documents 
based on the at least one content attribute and the content attribute 
value (Poole, col. 13, 1. 43-47) thereof, including modifying the 
metadata file of each of the documents to include the at least one 
content group thereof (Poole, col. 11, 1. 59-67); and 

Poole teaches limitations discussed above, but fails to teach 
distributing the documents based on the content group. 
However, Headings teaches: 
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• distributing the documents based on the at least one content group 
of each of the documents (Heading, [0029], l.17-33,[0030], 1.1-3, in 
which the distribution of a media asset or group of media assets 
(literary works) related to a parameter of the business rule. 
Moreover, [0034], 1. 5-8, the business rules include the distribution 
platform. [0034], 1.1-3, the business rule associated with item data 
structure combination with specified web publishing, and [0032], 1.1- 
3, Fig. 4a, the data structure involves selecting (analysis) item type 
and internal title. Furthermore, [0041], media assets are encoded to 
permit distribution over network.) 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skilled in 
the art at the time of invention by incorporating Headings' 
content distributing system for using associated 
metadata and business rule device to distribute media assets 
([0030], 1. 7-9) with Poole's publishing structure (Poole, fig.4 , 
element 141) 

The motivation would be that the combination of Headings' 
and Poole's structure by implementing Headings' Content 
management system, and distributing structure to Poole's system 
of dynamically creating a document. Therefore, the dynamic 
document construction methodology can be implemented using a 
distributed networking approach (Poole, Abstract). 
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3. Regarding claim 2, Poole further discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein 
associating the metadata file with each of the documents includes 

identifying at least one of a title, an author, a date, and an identification of each of 
the documents (Poole, col. 21, 1.17). 

4. Regarding claim 5, Poole further discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein 
assigning the at least one content group to each of the documents 

includes defining a plurality of content groups including the at least one content 

group, defining at least one condition for each of the content groups, and 

I 

assigning the at least one content group to at least one of the documents if the at 
least one of the documents satisfies the at least one condition of the at least one 

I 

content group (Poole, Table 14&15, col. 25, 1.14-67, col.51, 1.45-53). 

5. Regarding claim 6, Poole further discloses the method of claim 5, wherein 
defining the at least one condition for each of the content groups includes 
specifying at least one of a plurality of content attributes including the at least 
one content attribute and a content attribute value for the at least one of the 
plurality of content attributes (Poole, col. 16, 1. 56-59). 

6. Regarding claim 7, Poole further discloses the method of claim 5, wherein 
assigning the at least one content group to the at least one of the documents 
includes assigning at least one content group value to a content group attribute 
of the at least one of the documents (Poole, col. 14, 1.29-39, col. 25, 1.17-20). 

7. Regarding claim 8, Poole further discloses the method of claim 7, wherein 
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modifying the metadata file of each of the documents to include the at least one 
content group includes modifying the metadata file of the at least one of the 

documents to include the at least one content group value for the content group 
attribute (Pooled Col. 69, L45-54). 

8. Regarding claim 9, Poole further discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein 
distributing the documents includes defining a plurality of content 
categories, associating the at least one content group with at least one of the 
content categories, and distributing for the at least one of the content categories 
each of the documents assigned the at least one content group (Poole, col. 26, 
I.66-67, col. 33, 1.14-15, col.51, 1.45-53). 

9. Regarding claim 10, Poole further discloses the method of claim 9, wherein 
defining the plurality of content categories includes defining at least one content 
sub-category for the at least one of the content categories, and wherein 
associating the at least one content group with the at least one of the content 
categories includes associating the at least one content group with the at least 
one content sub-category (Poole, col. 25, I.45-50, here, the container functions 
similar to the categories in this art). 

1 0. Regarding claim 1 1 , Poole further discloses the method of claim 9, wherein 
distributing the documents includes defining a navigational model 
identifying the content categories, presenting the navigational model to an 
audience, receiving a request for documents associated with one of the content 
categories from the audience, and distributing the documents associated with the 
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one of the content categories to the audience, including distributing the 
documents assigned the at least one content group associated with the at least 
one of the content categories (Poole, col. 9, 1. 55-64, col.51, 1.45-53). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 1 2, Poole further discloses the method of claim 1 1 , wherein 
distributing the documents further includes defining a communication link 
between a host of the navigational model and the audience, wherein receiving 
the request for documents includes receiving the request for documents 
associated with the one of the content categories from the audience via the 
communication link, and wherein distributing the documents includes distributing 
the documents associated with the one of the content categories to the audience 
via the communication link (Poole, col.9, 1. 50-64, col.51, 1.45-53 ). 

1 2. Regarding claim 1 3, Poole further discloses the method of claim 1 2, wherein 
defining the communication link includes defining an Internet communication link 
between the host of the navigational model and the audience (Poole, col.11, 1. 22- 
24). 

13. Regarding claims 14-17, have similar limitations as claims 1, 3, 5, and 6. 
Therefore, claims 14-17 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in the 
rejection of claims 1, 3, 5, and 6. 

14. Regarding claim 18, Poole further discloses a document management system 
adapted to manage distribution of a plurality of documents(Poole, col.51, L45-53), 
the document management system comprising: 

• a metadata architecture system adapted to analyze a content of 



'f 
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each of the documents apply at least one content attribute to each 
of the documents based on the content thereof (Poole, fig. 4, col. 7, 
1.17-21, which teaches document construction, determining 
(analyzing), and resolving), 

assign a content attribute value to the content attribute of each of 

the documents based on the content thereof, and append a 

metadata file of each of the documents with the at least one content 

attribute and the content attribute value thereof; (Poole, col. 14, 
f 

I.32-38, col.43, I.59-60); 

f 

• a logic rules application system adapted to assign at least one 
content group to each of the documents based on the at least one 
content attribute and the content attribute value thereof, and 
modify the metadata file of each of the documents to include the at 
least one content group thereof(Poole, col. 46, 1. 56-67); and 

• a document distribution system adapted to distribute the documents 
based on the at least one content group of each of the documents 
(Heading, [0029], 1.1 7-33, [0030], 1.1-3, in which the distribution of a 
media asset or group of media assets (literary works) related to a 
parameter of the business rule. Moreover, [0034], 1. 5-8, the 
business rules include the distribution platform. [0034], 1.1-3, the 
busines-afcule associated with item data structure combination with 
specified web publishing, and [0032], 1.1-3, Fig. 4a, the data 
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structure involves selecting (analysis) item type and internal title. 
Furthermore, [0041], media assets are encoded to permit 
distribution over network.). 



1 5. Regarding claim 1 9, Poole further discloses the document management system 
of claim 18, further comprising: a document management data storage system 
adapted to store the documents therein (Poole, col. 8, 1. 5-7). 

16. Regarding claim 20, Poole further discloses the document management system 
claim 18, wherein the metadata file of each of the documents includes at least 
one of a title, an author, a date, and an identification of the respective one of the 
documents (Poole, col.21, 1.17). 

1 7. Regarding claim 23, Poole further discloses the document management system 
of claim 18, wherein the logic rules application system defines a plurality of 
content groups including the at least one content group and defines at least one 
condition for each of the content groups, and wherein the logic rules application 
system is adapted to assign the at least one content group to at least one of the 
documents if the at least one of the documents satisfies the at least one 
condition of the at least one content group (Poole, col. 17, I.23-33). 

1 8. Regarding claim 24, Poole further discloses the document management system 
of claim 23, wherein the at least one condition for each of the content groups 
specifies at least one of a plurality of content attributes including the at least one 
content attribute and a content attribute value for the at least one of the plurality 
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of content attributes (Poole, col. 16, 1.56-59) . 

1 9. Regarding claim 25, Poole further discloses the document management system 
of claim 23, wherein the logic rules application system is adapted to assign at 
least one content group value for the at least one content group to a content 
group attribute of the at least one of the documents (Poole, col. 42, 1. 43-45). 

20. Regarding claim 26, Poole further discloses the document management system 
of claim 25, wherein the logic rules application system is adapted to modify the 
metadata file of the at least one of the documents to include the at least one 
content group value for the content group attribute (Poole, col. 1 1 , I.59-67). 

21 . Regarding claim 27, Poole further discloses the document management system 
of claim 18, wherein the document distribution system defines a plurality of 
content categories, and wherein the document distribution system is adapted to 
associate the at least one content group with at least one of the content 
categories and distribute for the at least one of the content categories each of 
the documents assigned the at least one content group (Poole, col. 26, 
L66-67, col. 33, 1.14-15). 

22. Regarding claim 28, Poole further discloses the document management system 
of claim 27, wherein the document distribution system defines a navigational 
model identifying the content categories, and wherein the document distribution 
system is adapted to present the navigational model to an audience, receive a 
request for documents associated with one of the content categories from the 
audience, and distribute the documents associated with the one of the content 
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categories to the audience (Poole, col. 9, 1. 55-64). 

23. Regarding claim 29, Poole further discloses the document management system 
of claim 28, wherein the document distribution system is adapted to distribute the 
documents assigned the at least one content group associated with the at least 
one of the content categories (Poole, col. 9, 1.62-64). 

24. Regarding claim 30, Poole further discloses the document management system 
of claim 28, wherein a host of the navigational model is configured to 
communicate with the audience via a communication link, and wherein the 
document distribution system is adapted to receive the request for the 
documents associated with the one of the content categories from the audience 
via the communication link and distribute the documents associated with the one 
of the content categories to the audience via the communication link (Poole, 
col.9, I.50-64). 

25. Regarding claim 31 , Poole further discloses the document management system 

of claim 30, wherein the communication link includes an Internet communication 

I 

link (Poole, col.11, 1. 22-24). 

i 

f 

Conclusion 

I 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelvin Lin whose telephone number is 571-272-3898. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Flexible 4/9/5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



1/21/06 
KYL 
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